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 UNLEASHING OUR ENERGY POTENTIAL 
 

Coal is the economic engine of Southwest Virginia.  For every job the coal industry creates, 
an additional 3.5 jobs are created in other sectors of the economy.  There is no higher priority 
than protecting these jobs and putting policies into place that will allow for more coal jobs to be 
created.   
 
We also have a flourishing natural gas industry.  I will continue to support policies that allow 
this industry to grow and create thousands of jobs in the process.  Putting America back to work 
starts in our energy sector and no one is more poised to lead than Southwest Virginia.   
 

 

Opening Up Mine Permits 
 

In the coal industry, we have not had a mining 
permit released in the last 15 months.  That is 
absolutely unacceptable.  That is why I patroned 
SB1025, a bill that puts more authority for mine 
permitting in the hands of the Virginia Department 
of Mines, Minerals and Energy.  That bill was signed 
into law by Governor Bob McDonnell. 
 
I also authored a resolution with Senator Wampler 
to request that Congress rein in an EPA that has 
severely overreached its regulatory authority and is 
costing jobs in Southwest Virginia.   
 

 Putting a Stop to Burdensome Regulations  
 

We must continue to stand together and demand the 
EPA release mine permits and stop its over-
regulation of the coal and gas industries.   
 
 

Demanding the Toughest Safety Standards 
 

I have also passed some of the toughest safety 
standards in the country for our coal miners.  
Keeping our miners safe is a vital part of keeping 
Southwest Virginia’s economy strong and I will 
continue to support our coal miners and work to 
ensure their health and safety.  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 CREATING A FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR BUSINESS 
 

Virginia is the best state for business, the best managed state, and the best state to raise a 
child.  That’s not just me saying that, those are independent groups.  I have served with 3 
Governors in both parties that have helped Virginia become the best state in the Union. 
 
We have invested in vital projects that have brought businesses to Southwest Virginia, we have 
kept taxes low, and we have made a commitment to educating our young people.  This is the 
environment and reputation we have set forth and it is a path we must stay on.  
 

Fiscal Discipline  
 

In our last budget we cut $6 billion, balanced the 
budget, and did not raise a single tax.  Businesses 
know that we are a good steward of the tax dollars 
they pay.  They know that we as a legislature are 
willing to work together, across party lines, to make 
the tough choices.  We are the best managed state in 
the nation and that is vital to our economic growth.  

 

 
 

Investing in Broadband  
 

Through state government, local involvement, and 
the tobacco commission we have invested in making 
broadband internet more accessible.  Not every 
community is wired in yet, but we are making great 
strides.  Our broadband investments in Russell 
County helped bring over 500 jobs with CGI and 
Northrop Grumman.  We know that this infrastruc-
ture is critical to bringing business to Southwest 
Virginia and we must continue to make those 
investments for the businesses that are already 
located here and to attract new jobs to our area. 
 

 A Commitment to Quality of Life Issues  
 

When I first ran for the State Senate in 1998 we 
talked a great deal about clean drinking water. 
Improving the quality of life for every Southwest 
Virginian creates a healthier work force and attracts 
new business.  We have made great strides with 
public water, but we do have challenges in the 
future.  I am committed to working every day to 
make sure the progress we have made does not 
disappear and that we continue to increase access to 
public water in areas such as Hurley, Virginia. 
 
 

Meeting our Unique Transportation Needs  
 

We have worked hard to fund the Coalfields 
Expressway.  In just this last session, I was able to 
secure $125 million for the Coalfields Expressway.  
This project alone will create hundreds of local jobs.  
The completion of the Coalfields Expressway will 
help our Coal Industry grow and will also lead to 
several tourist attractions seeing increased traffic. 
 
We have unique transportation challenges in 
Southwest Virginia.  I am committed to working to 
solve those problems and to make sure that 
Southwest Virginia gets its fair share when it comes 
to transportation funding.  It is vital to 
our local economic growth.  
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 INVESTING IN THE FUTURE 
 

Almost any economist will tell you it all starts with 
education.  During this session, the first budget we were 
sent in the Senate attempted to balance the budget on the 
backs of our children.  I stood up and demanded we take a 
different path.  We made tough choices but I refused to 
allow those choices to lead us down a fatal path where our 
children suffer not only now but for years to come.  As a 
former principal and teacher, education is a high priority 
for me.   
 
Starting With Our Children  
 
K-12 education is where it begins.  We must work to 
keep class sizes small, raise teacher pay, make sure 
Southwest Virginia receives its fair share of state 
education dollars, and cut red tape so that our 
teachers can focus on students.  We are educating 
our children today for the jobs of tomorrow.  They 
will be competing in a 21st century economy and we 
must do everything in our power to prepare them 
for when that day comes. After knowing the Lord, 
the best gift I received as a child was a quality 
education, and our children deserve that same gift.   

 Protecting our Community Colleges and 
Creating Opportunities for Adults  
 

I fought to implement the RACE to GED program in 
Southwest Virginia, helping adults receive a GED 
and better opportunities in the job market.  I have 
been a strong supporter of our community colleges 
and vocational training.  We have an incredible 
network of community colleges and it is vital that 
we continue to invest in a strong community college 
program.  Without strong community colleges, 
thousands of Southwest Virginians would not be 
able to receive the education and training they need 
to increase their job prospects.  Even worse, 
businesses will begin to leave as access to highly 
trained workers diminishes.   

 

 WORKING TOGETHER 
 

I have been proud to be a part of a general assembly that has worked together regardless of party to 
do what’s right.  With all the bickering going on in Washington it is clear that we do things 
differently in Virginia.  We put Virginia ahead of our parties.  We have made the tough choices and 
the critical investments necessary to make Virginia a great state. 
 
I worry at times that it  is now in peril.  We cannot make the same mistake others have made. We 
cannot let our politics cloud our judgment and cloud our ability to lead.  I have always put 
Southwest Virginia first and I always will.  Unleashing our energy potential, continuing down a 
road of fiscal discipline, and investing in infrastructure and education are the keys to economic 
growth.  It will take the entire Southwest Virginia delegation, Democrats and Republicans, working 
together and fighting for what we know is the right direction for our region. 
 
 
 


